
A WELCOMING  FAITH COMMUNITY.  

GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

†
DECEMBER 28/29, 2024

1 ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Welcome to Worship
If you are a visitor please stop at the Welcome Desk in the lower level for a visitor bag. 

PREACHING:         		  ASSISTING: 			   READER:   
Pastor Sue Wallager		  Sat   Deb Oas Koepsell		  5 pm   Kathy Johnson
			           Sun   Pr Connie Tiede	 	 8 am   Marlene Gray
			         				    		  9 am   Bill Travis
			           					               11 am   Sylvia Goldman              
ORGAN/PIANO:
5 pm  KT Thompson           8 am  Deb Oas Koepsell            9 & 11 am  Shari Albrecht		
	          					            		

PRELUDE:
          8 am:  "Joseph's Lullaby" ...................................................................... by Millard & Bannister

GATHERING

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God,
you are above all things, yet so very near to me. Because you already know me better 
than I know myself, I confess that I have not honored our relationship – I have sinned 
against you today. There are things that cause me shame and embarrassment – things 
I have thought, things I have said, things I have done – in your presence and in the 
presence of others. And there are things I have already forgotten.  Help me remember 
that Jesus is faithful when I am not, and restore me in your Spirit to continue in our 
life together.
God knows what we do, yet sees who we are through the eyes of Jesus, who has joined God’s 
life with ours and in whom † we are made new. Mercifully broken and wholly mended, we 
are set upright to live again. 
Amen.



GATHERING SONG:  Once in Royal David’s City, vs 1. 3 & 4 ....................................................  269
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GREETING:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your 
good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

WORD FOR KIDS (9 & 11 am)

LESSONS:  Colossians 3:12-17

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

THE SERMON TEXT

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:41-52
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON:  by Pastor Sue Wallager
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  In the Bleak Midwinter ...............................................................................  294
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
After each petition
Emmanuel, God is with us . . . 
Hear our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Share the peace with a wave and word of peace.)

MEAL
OFFERING
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
          (8 am):  "In the  Bleak Midwinter" ........................................................................ arr. Liz Story
                           Deb Oas Koepsell, organ
(9 & 11 am):  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ............................................................... arr. Wagner	
                           Karla Jones and Emily Johnson, handbells

OFFERTORY: Love Has Brought Us Here Together. vs 1 ................................................... ACS 1040	

	 Love has brought us here together; love of fam'ly, love of friends;
	 love, our vow till death should part us; love, God's gift, that never ends.
	 From our birth, throughout our lifetime, love's insistence calls our name.
	 Floods of waters cannot drown it or put out its dancing flame.

	

MANY WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT: 763-710-2209

ONLINE www.zionanoka.org
click on “GIVE TODAY”

ELECTRONIC GIVING
https://cutt.ly/ziongivetoday

or
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OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take 
delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received from 
your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day.
Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION

SPECIAL MUSIC (9 & 11 am):
	 “O Come, Little Children” ......................................................................................... arr. Wagner
	  Karla Jones and Emily Johnson, handbells
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: What Feast of Love ....................................................................................  487

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER:
Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this 
goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good 
news of great joy.
Amen.



SENDING
BENEDICTION 
The God of love, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace,
illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always.   Amen.

SENDING HYMN:  Go Tell it on the Mountain  .......................... 290 

DISMISSAL:

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:
           8 am:  "For Unto Us a Child is Born" .......................... by G. F. Handel

LIVE STREAM
Sunday 9 & 11 am

www.zionanoka.org 
(click “Worship Online”)

- or-
www.facebook.com/
ZionLutheranChurch 

AnokaMn 
Available Anytime

CABLE TV 
Metro Cable Network

 Channel 6
Sunday | 10 am & 5 pm

RADIO BROADCAST 
106.1 BOB FM

Sundays | 9:10 am

OFFICE HOURS
M - Th:  9 am - 5 pm
Fri:   9 am - 12 noon

 

1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 

763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WE WELCOME YOU 
TO WORSHIP

Hearing Assistance 
Units Available

Hearing assistance units 
are available at the 
sound booth at the 

back of the Sanctuary.

Mobility Concerns 
We have areas in the 

Sanctuary where a wheel-
chair or walker will fit. 
Ushers can assist you.

Children Welcome
Activity bags are avail-
able outside the Sanctu-
ary. We have two “pray 
grounds” in the Sanctu-
ary with plenty of places 

just outside the Sanctuary 
as well where children 

can sit and play.


