Monday, September 23, 2024

The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell
by Robert Dugoni
Sam Hill always saw the world through different eyes. Born
; R with red pupils, he was called “Devil Boy” or Sam “Hell” by
k LiFE OF | his classmates; “God’s will” is what his mother called his
. ocular albinism. Her words were of little comfort, but Sam
SAR | persevered, buoyed by his mother’s devout faith, his
- / : father’s practical wisdom, and his two other misfit friends.
o Sam believed it was God who sent Ernie Cantwell, the only
i African American kid in his class, to be the friend he so
desperately needed. And that it was God’s idea for Mickie
Kennedy to storm into Our Lady of Mercy like a tornado, uprooting every rule
Sam had been taught about boys and girls.
Forty years later, Sam, a small-town eye doctor, is no longer certain anything
was by design—especially not the tragedy that caused him to turn his back on
his friends, his hometown, and the life he’d always known. Running from the
pain, eyes closed, served little purpose. Now, as he looks back on his life, Sam
embarks on a journey that will take him halfway around the world. This time,
his eyes are wide open—bringing into clear view what changed him, defined
him, and made him so afraid, until he can finally see what truly matters

THE
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The Frozen River: A Novel
. Ariel Lawhon (Author),

Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes,
entombing a man in the ice, Martha Ballard is
summoned to examine the body and determine cause of
death. As a midwife and healer, she is privy to much of
what goes on behind closed doors in Hallowell. Her diary
is a record of every birth and death, crime and debacle that unfolds in the
close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of an
alleged rape committed by two of the town’s most respected gentlemen—one of
whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician
undermines her conclusion, declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is
forced to investigate the shocking murder on her own.

Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and whispers and prejudices
mount, Martha doggedly pursues the truth. Her diary soon lands at the center
of the scandal, implicating those she loves, and compelling Martha to decide
where her own loyalties lie.


https://www.amazon.com/Robert-Dugoni/e/B001IR1RJC/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

Clever, layered, and subversive, Ariel Lawhon’s newest offering introduces an
unsung heroine who refused to accept anything less than justice at a time
when women were considered best seen and not heard. The Frozen River is a
thrilling, tense, and tender story about a remarkable woman who left an
unparalleled legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day.

Monday, November 25, 2024

A Walk in the Park: The True Story of a
Spectacular Misadventure in the Grand
| Canyon Hardcover — May 28, 2024
by Kevin Fedarko
: " A few years after quitting his job to follow an ill-
A SPECTACULAR advised dream of becoming a guide on the
et Colorado River, Kevin Fedarko was approached by
GRAND his best friend, the National
CANTON Geographic photographer Pete McBride, with a
Ew Ell AHK" _xAopY vision as bold as it was harebrained. Together,
they would embark on an end-to-end traverse of

w TOHK ﬂﬂ" I“"l‘bllh’o

g the Grand Canyon a journey that, McBride
promlsed would be “a Walk in the park.” Against his better Judgment Fedarko
agreed to the scheme, unaware that the small cluster of experts who had
completed the crossing billed it as “the toughest hike in the world.”

The ensuing ordeal, which lasted more than a year, revealed a place that was
deeper, richer, and far more complex than anything the two men had
imagined—and came within a hair’s breadth of killing them both. They
struggled to make their way through the all but impenetrable reaches of its
truest wilderness, a vertical labyrinth of thousand-foot cliffs and crumbling
ledges where water is measured out by the teaspoon and every step is fraught
with peril—and where, even today, there is still no trail along the length of the
country’s best-known and most iconic park.

Along the way, veteran long-distance hikers ushered them into secret pockets,
invisible to the millions of tourists gathered on the rim, where only a handful of
humans have ever laid eyes. Members of the canyon’s eleven Native American
tribes brought them face-to-face with layers of history that forced them to
reconsider myths at the center of our national parks—and exposed them to the
impinging threats of commercial tourism. Even Fedarko’s dying father, who
had first pointed him toward the canyon more than forty years earlier but had
never set foot there himself, opened him to a new way of seeing the landscape.

And always, there was the great gorge itself: austere and unforgiving but
suffused with magic, drenched in wonder, and redeemed by its own


https://www.amazon.com/Kevin-Fedarko/e/B084P3RVZG/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

transcendent beauty.

Monday, January 27, 2025
West with Giraffes: A Novel
........... by Lynda Rutledge (Author)
An emotional, rousing novel inspired by the incredible true
A story of two giraffes who made headlines and won the
hearts of Depression-era America.
l h/l,#y “Few true friends have I known and two were giraffes...”

Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his life ebbing away.
But when he learns giraffes are going extinct, he finds
himself recalling the unforgettable experience he cannot
take to his grave.

It’s 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is
threatening Europe, and world-weary Americans long for
wonder. They find it in two giraffes who miraculously
survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a twelve-day
road trip in a custom truck to deliver Southern California’s first giraffes to the
San Diego Zoo. Behind the wheel is the young Dust Bowl rowdy Woodrow.
Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional ones,
including the world’s first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a
young female photographer with a secret, and assorted reprobates as spotty as
the giraffes.

Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West
with Giraffes explores what it means to be changed by the grace of animals, the
kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and a story told before it’s too late.

Monday, February 24, 2025

Beneath a Scarlet Sky: A Novel
by Mark Sullivan

el Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a
normal [talian teenager—obsessed with music, food, and girls—
BENEATH but his days of innocence are numbered. When his family home in
SCARLET Mi'lan is destfroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an underground
railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a
SKY beautiful widow six years his senior.
In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him to
" enlist as a German soldier—a move they think will keep him
x wowsi B out of combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at
the tender age of eighteen to become the personal driver for
Adolf Hitler’s left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of
the Third Reich’s most mysterious and powerful

MARK SULLIVAN
21 Amazon Charts Bestseller

commanders.
Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High
Command, Pino endures the horrors of the war and the Nazi occupation by


https://www.amazon.com/Lynda-Rutledge/e/B006GGHR1M/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he
dreams they will one day share.

Monday, March 24, 2025
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Has Anyone Seen My Toes?

HAS by Christopher Buckley
ANYONE
SEEN During the pandemic, an aging screenwriter is holed up in a
MY coastal South Carolina town with his beloved second wife,
nel=s20 | Peaches. He’s been binge-eating for a year and developed a
AN notable rapport with the local fast-food chain Hippo King.
o He struggles to work—on a ludicrous screenplay about a
BUCKLEY  Nazi attempt to kidnap FDR and, naturally, an article
e for Etymology Today on English words of Carthaginian
o ‘. origin. He’s told Peaches so often about the origins of the

world mayonnaise that she’s developed an aversion to using the condiment. He
thinks he has Covid. His wife thinks he is losing his mind. In short, your
typical pandemic worries. Things were going from bad to worse even before his
doctor suggested a battery of brain tests. He knows what that means:
demential

But even in these scary times, there are plenty of things to distract him. His
iPhone is fat-shaming him. He’s been trying to read Proust and thinks the
French novelist missed his true calling as a parfumier. And he’s discovered
nefarious Russian influence on the local coroner’s race. Why is Putin so keen
to control who decides who died peacefully and who by foul play in Pimento
County? Could it be the local military base?

Monday, April 28, 2025


https://www.amazon.com/Christopher-Buckley/e/B000AQ1O6I/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

. The Hidden Life of Cecily Larson: A Novel
by Ellen Baker
“A family secret, a DNA test, a journey as rich and colorful
HIDDEN as the early-day circus itself. Through Cecily Larson’s

LIFE hidden life, Ellen Baker tenderly examines personal

- OF determination, lost love, family ties, and our innate need to
CECILY discover our own truth.” — Lisa Wingate, #1 New York
LARSON Times bestselling author of Before We Were
Yours and Before and After
8 Orphan Train meets Before We Were Yours meets Water for
Elephants in this compelling multigenerational novel of
- survival, love, and the families we make.
In 1924, four-year old Cecﬂy Larson s mother reluctantly drops her off at an
orphanage in Chicago, promising to be back once she’s made enough money to
support both Cecily and herself. But she never returns, and shortly after high-
spirited Cecily turns seven, she is sold to a traveling circus to perform as the
“little sister” to glamorous bareback rider Isabelle DuMonde. With Isabelle and
the rest of the circus, Cecily finally feels she’s found the family she craves. But
as the years go by, the cracks in her little world begin to show. And when
teenage Cecily meets and falls in love with a young roustabout named Lucky,
she finds her life thrown onto an entirely unexpected—and dangerous—course.
In 2015, Cecily is now 94 and living a quiet life in Minnesota, with her
daughter, granddaughter, and great-grandson. But when her family decides to
surprise her with an at-home DNA test, the unexpected results not only bring
to light the tragic love story that Cecily has kept hidden for decades but also
throw into question everything about the family she’s raised and claimed as her
own for nearly seventy years. Cecily and everyone in her life must now decide
who they really are and what family—and forgiveness—really mean.
Sweeping through a long period of contemporary history, The Hidden Life of
Cecily Larson is an immersive, compelling, and entertaining family drama
centered around one remarkable woman and her determination to survive.



https://www.amazon.com/Ellen-Baker/e/B004Q88QXK/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1

S es Monday, May 19, 2025
LORNA LANDVIK

Last Circle of Love: A Novel
by Lorna Landvik (Author)

A funny, heartwarming story about a feisty group of women
who shake, spice, and heat things up with a “recipe” book
for romance, from the bestselling author of Angry
Housewives Eating Bon Bons.

Newly installed at All Souls Lutheran, Mallory “Pastor Pete”
Peterson soon realizes that her church isn’t merely going
through turbulent waters, but is a sinking ship. With the
help of five loyal members of the Naomi Circle, the young, bold minister
brainstorms fundraising ideas. They all agree that the usual recipe book won’t
add much to the parish coffers, but maybe one with all the ingredients on how
to heat up relationships rather than casseroles will...

Pastor Pete has her doubts about the project, but it turns out the group of
postmenopausal women has a lot to say on the subject of romance. While
Charlene, the youngest member at fifty-two, struggles with the assignment,
baker-extraordinaire Marlys, elegantly bohemian Bunny, I’'m-always-right
Velda, and ebullient Edie take up their contributions enthusiastically. After all,
their book is really about cooking up love in all its forms.

But not everyone in the congregation is on board with this “scandalous”
project. As the voices of opposition grow louder, Pastor Pete and these intrepid
women will have to decide how hard they’re willing to fight for this book and
the powerful stories within—stories of discovery, softened hearts, and changed
lives.



